
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Prophet, Priest and King” is the twelfth in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College  Ministry

Monday:
   9:00 a.m.    Decorate church for 
     Christmas

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:
    9:00 a.m.    Decorate church for
      Christmas
    6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers
    7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Wednesday: 
  12:00 p.m.   Church closed for
      Holidays until Monday,
                         December 1st

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                          on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry:  PJs and Presents
  PJs and Presents is coming up on 
Saturday, December 6th, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 pm. This is a fun time for kids 
ages 2 years - 5th Grade to come to the 
church in their PJs and make gifts for 
their friends and family. We will play 
games, eat lunch and watch a movie. 
    We’d love your help with this ministry!  
We need people who can help with a 
craft station or help make lunch.  We also 
need lots of youth to be the leaders of 

each age group and go with them from place to place.  This is a fundraiser for the youth. All proceeds from 
the event will go to them with the money being used toward any trip of their choice.
    The cost is $10.00 per child. Please sign up your child on the insert in today’s bulletin. You can also sign 
up yourself. We appreciate you all! — Alayna Brooks 

THERE WILL NOT BE A NEWSLETTER SECTION OF  ALDERSGATE IN ACTION ON NOVEMBER 30, 2014.
                                                REGULAR PUBLICATION WILL RESUME DECEMBER 7, 2014



College Ministry: Update on the Apprentice Series
   This semester, a small group of students participated in a 
discipleship class called the Apprentice Series. I want to take 
some space to name and elaborate upon three positive outcomes 
from this class. First, I cannot help but notice that this class has 
really facilitated relationships between members.  I assumed that 
this would be the case. However, I could not predict the ways in 
which these relationships would influence the rest of our college 
ministry.  
    Second, this series has  introduced our group to a number of 
new spiritual exercises that we would not have been exposed to otherwise, and it offered the accountability 
to try them each week. I felt that our group found the most meaning and significance from exercises like 
solitude, silence, and margin; all three of which really serve in helping us maintain perspective when our 
lives get too noisy, busy, hurried, and overwhelming. 
    And finally, we named false narratives that we carry around about God, and challenged them with true 
narratives that we can derive by studying Jesus’ life. It is my prayer that we can continue to help each other 
remember these true narratives as we continue to grow into Christ-likeness. 
      In summary:
  
  • Relationships have thrived, and then spilled over into other areas of our college ministry.
                • We have been introduced into new spiritual exercises, which can help us practice our faith.
  • We have named narratives in our lives – false narratives have been identified and we are seeking  
    to replace them with true narratives.

      Next semester we plan to pick up the second book of the Apprentice Series, The Good and Beautiful 
Life, and continue our journey with one another as we grow as disciples of Jesus. — Kyle Watson

Youth Ministry:  One Less SUCCESS!
    The past few weeks the youth have given their time and energy to 
making sure no child at Bowie Elementary is left in the cold (literally) 
this coming winter season. The youth bought and packaged 126 coats 
complete with warm gloves and a note that reads “You Are Loved” in 
each pocket!
      The coats were delivered this week so those children can be all 
bundled up for the holiday break and beyond. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the Aldersgate family for seeing this need 
and providing financial as well as prayerful support for this beautiful 

ministry. I’m not sure it’s posssible to even see how huge of an impact this has been on the lives of these kids 
and their families. Thank you for partnering with our youth, and thank you to all the youth who showed up 
in numbers on a cold, snowy night to pack all of these coats. These types of acts are just one way in which 
we can help bring heaven to earth and restore creation to the GOODness of the garden. — Daniel Mathis



Key Old Testament Events
 -               Creation
 - The Fall of Creation
 - The Call Abraham and the Promise
 - The Exodus
 - The Covenant (Ten Commandments)
 - The Promise Land
 - The Cycle of the Judges 
 - The Cycle of the Kings

                -              The Exile:  Three Levels of Domination
  o The Threat of Exile
  o The Exile Itself
  o Exile at Home
 

Our life is a short time in expectation, a time in which sadness and joy kiss each other at every moment.  There is a quality of sadness 
that pervades all the moments of our lives.  It seems that there is no such thing as a clear-cut pure joy, but that even in the most happy 
moments of our existence we sense a tinge of sadness. In every satisfaction, there is an awareness of limitations. In every success, 
there is a fear of jealousy.  Behind every smile, there is a tear.  In every embrace, there is loneliness.  In every friendship, distance.  In 
all forms of light, there is the knowledge of surrounding darkness….But this intimate experience in which every bit of life is touched 
by a bit of death can point us beyond the limits of our existence.  It can do so by making us look forward in expectation to the day 
when our hearts will be filled with perfect joy, a joy that no one shall take away from us. -Henri Nouwen

Steps toward home…For Real!

 - The Voice of the Prophet

 - The Voice of the Priest

 - The Voice of the King

 
ALIVE In Creation: Prophet, Priest and King

                                                                          Malachi: 4: 1-6
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus



Music Ministry: Joyous Time of the Year
   The Christmas season is a joyous time of celebration, and we 
have several opportunities to present special programs.  Additional  
singers have joined the choir for our December 7th cantata – 
Reflections of Christmas. If you are interested in participating, 
rehearsals will be on Wednesday, December 3rd, 7:00-9:00  p.m., 
and Saturday, December  6th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. 
   The children will be presenting A Nativity Tale on Sunday, 
December 14th. This will be a combined service at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  Sunday School will be at 9:00 a.m. on this day.   The 
children’s rehearsals will be Sundays, November 23rd, November 
30th, and December 7th, with readers practicing from 5:00-6:30 
p.m. and all of the children rehearsing 6:00-6:30 p.m. The required 
final dress rehearsal with costumes will be Saturday, December 6th, 

from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
      Inviting friends and neighbors to special programming at our church is an easy way to share God’s grace.  
Please be encouraged to invite friends and family to our special services,  including Christmas Eve.  
    You never know when God’s breath will be felt by someone at a necessary time! 
    Grace and Peace! — David Wallis

Angel Tree Ministry:  Another Way to Share God’s Love!
  Every Christmas our church provides gifts to the children of several area 
families who currently have a parent who is incarcerated. It is a fun way to 
let these kids know that they have not been forgotten and a memorable way 
to let all of their family members see God’s love for them first hand. More 
often than not, our gifts are the only ones these children will receive all year. 
This year the tree will be available for you to choose angels from Sunday, 

November 23th through Sunday, December 8th. If you would like to be a part of this rewarding experience 
and bless a child’s life, please take as many angels as you would like from the tree.  For each child that you 
choose, you will be given necessary information, as well as suggestions of gifts that they need and want. Each 
child is assigned a necessary clothing item and a “fun” item. 
   All gifts MUST be returned to either the church office or to me NO LATER than Friday, December 12th. It 
is encouraged, if possible, to bring the gifts already wrapped.
    Thank you so much for your love and support of this holiday ministry! Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions you may have at 665-5015.  Grace and Peace — Erin Hicks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler

Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families

Presence                      (11.16.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $11,421.78
Received Month-to-Date = $41,089.79
Received Year-to-Date = $680,693.90
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $139,890.34

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service=173                       
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=164 

Total Worship Service Attendance=337                                                   
 Sunday school=213

The Oaks =20

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Robert and Hope Sandoval and their family 
upon the death of Robert’s father, Ramon D. Sandoval, on November 17, 2014.

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking?” The church office has extra  
books available for $17.50 each. “The Blue Parakeet” is in also, only $10.00 each   

Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Lou Adams



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

               Thankful                                                                                                                       
                                                    Pastor  Amy                

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:    Malachi 4: 1-6   
Monday:      Amos 7: 10-17  
Tuesday:    Jeremiah 29: 1-23 
Wednesday: 11Kings 22: 1-23:30
Thursday    Psalm 131, Proverbs 3: 1-12 
Friday:    11Kings 25: 1-30  
Saturday:     Luke 1: 1-25 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:     Deuteronomy  24-27   
Monday:        Deuteronomy  28-29 
Tuesday:      Deuteronomy  30-31          
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  32-34, Ps 91  
Thursday:      Joshua 1-4         
Friday:          Joshua 5-8           - 
Saturday:      Joshua  9-11  
     
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.00. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

   As I sifted through the mail a couple of weeks 
ago, I found an envelope addressed to me by 
one of my friends. In her letter, my friend 
explained that she had cultivated a practice 
during the Thanksgiving season that included 

sending a letter to someone for whom she felt especially thankful. 
This year, that person was me.  My heart was warmed, by the kind 
words that she shared with me, but also by the fact that she took the 
time to sit down with blank pieces of paper and fill them with her 
own words in her own lovely handwriting. 
  I was so struck by the beauty of her Thanksgiving practice that I 
have decided to adopt it, and I am beginning this year, by writing 
to you, my community of faith. I am choosing this format (a typed 
article in the In Action) in hopes that it will reach more of you in time 
for Thanksgiving.
Dear Sisters and Brothers:
     I thank God for you, every day. I am thankful for the many ways in 
which you roll up your sleeves and engage in Aldersgate’s mission of 
raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus. Our community of faith, 
the City of Abilene and the world are better for it.
   I am thankful for you every Sunday morning as we come together 
to sing praises and to pray and share God’s Word together in an way 
that invites us to grow closer to God and to each other. I am thankful 
for your participation in Sunday School classes and Growth Groups 
and for the vulnerability and care for each other that you bring to 
these groups.  Your commitment to and support of the children’s,  
youth and college ministries leaves me feeling grateful because 
I see how fortunate our young people are to have such a safe and 
encouraging place to ask questions and to learn and to grow in their 
own faith.
   I am thankful for your work in our mission field-McMurry 
University, Bowie Elementary, Aldersgate Academy and our 
Neighborhood.  The time you take to share God’s love with the 
people around us is nothing short of a means of grace.
      For all of this and so much more, thank you. My prayer is that you 
know that your life as a deeply devoted disciple of Jesus is the source 
of much thanksgiving in the life of others.
      And, thanks be to God!    


